	CITY OF RICHMOND CODE SECTIONS
Noise Meter Not Required
Barking Dog (§38-42)
Once a minute for ten minutes
Loud Music from Vehicle (§38-40.B)
Plainly audible at 50 feet
Use of Loudspeaker on a Vehicle or a Business (§38-41)
Must have a permit to use
Noise Meter Required
Time Constraints:
0700 – 2300
Inside a Structure: 65 dBa
Outside a Structure: 75 dBa
2300 – 0700
Inside a Structure: 55 dBa
Outside a Structure: 65 dBa
Multi-family dwellings (Apartments, etc.) (§38-39)
Measured at a point at least four feet from the wall, ceiling or floor nearest the sound source
Single-family dwellings (§38-38)
Measured on any portion of the complainant’s property to include open land
Exceptions
1. Performance of emergency work
2. Sponsored activities on school grounds
3. Bells and carillons
4. Activities related to construction during daytime hours
5. Landscaping activities during daytime hours;
6. Refuse collection and sanitation services during daytime hours or during daytime extended hours
7. Lawfully permitted fireworks 
	NOISE METER OPERATION

Calibration (must be completed prior to measurement)
1. Turn on meter, let it spool up
2. Retrieve the antenna and attach to meter
3. Click the start menu (bottom left: ≡)
4. Click “Calibration”
5. Insert antenna into calibration device (small black box)
6. Turn on and open calibration device (small black box)
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Lay meter and calibration device flat on table
8. Click “Start Calibration”
9. Note the date and time and result for possible IBR
10.  If deviation is greater than 0.5, meter is invalid
Taking a measurement
1. Top left should be labeled “Sound Meter Level,” if not, click the red “X” in top right of screen until on correct screen
2. Click “Broadband” on bottom left
3. Take up proper stance
4. Press the “Play/Pause” button on unit (center: [image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSOzeUQR4mqdG21nieXA3Zok-sZsPMTql4lnv2-98IRlXuGh350YQ]/ [image: http://cdns2.freepik.com/free-photo/play-button_318-9316.jpg])
5. Wait 30 seconds for result
6. The result will be right of the label “LAeq”
7. To retake a measure press the “Arrow 0” ( 0  ) left of the “Play/Pause Button,” then click “OK”
8. If taking enforcement action: record the “LAeq” in IBR and press the “Arrow Page” (□ ) button to the right of the “Pause/Play” button to save the recording.




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




